
February 3, 2023 

 

Dear West Sylvan Families, 

 

February marks Black History Month! Our Black Student Union (an Equity Affinity scholar group), and our 

Leadership classes are actively planning ways to celebrate Black excellence throughout the month.  

Additionally, our Affinity Scholar groups have partnered with the organization Black Excellence to roll out a 



Team Response Update: 

A Team Response is a signal we use to keep all Scholars in classes and to signal that we are responding to an 

immediate need in the building where we do not want other Scholars to interact with that situation.  We 

called a team response on Wednesday when a Scholar, who was no longer enrolled at WSMS, was 

accidentally brought to WSMS by a DHS worker.  The Scholar became very upset at the adult mistake, and 

BPD was called when the Scholar could not be contained calmly to a single space on campus.  Prior to BPD’s 

arrival, the Scholar was able to de-escalate and was able to wait calmly for the DHS worker to pick up and 

take the Scholar to the correct school.   

 

Grades: 

Semester report cards are in the mail.  Second semester brings new opportunities for growth and learning 

and continued success and improvement.  

 

Supporting our ISC Team: 

Our ISC (Intensive Skills Class) in special education, has initiated a GoFundMe project, and the description 

is here: ISC Learning & Sensory Needs Smorgasbord. 

The students in our intensive skills center have profoundly unique and exceptional ways of learning, 

communicating, and experiencing the world. They need access to sensory tools before they can fully engage 

and learn. 

 

Connectivity Interruptions with District Devices: 

Throughout the week, the OTIS department in PPS has been trying to address district-wide interruptions 

with our wi-fi and District-issued devices (Scholars’ chromebooks and Educators’ devices). This has 

impacted our attempts to complete MAP testing and deliver various instructional items throughout the 

District.  We are hopeful that the issues will be resolved soon, and that our Scholars and Educators can 

resume use of devices without interruptions. 

 

School Safety Education: 

Next week, our School Counselors will be re-engaging our Scholars in anti-racist, upstander, and consent 

lessons, beginning with our 8th graders.  These lessons will be taught to all Scholars by School Counselors in 

small groups during Science classes.  For additional information on PPS expectations for behavior, the most 

updated resources can be found here.   

 

2023-2024 PPS District Calendar: 

PPS has shared out the approved calendar for next school year for your planning purposes. 

 

8th Grade-Specific Items: 

● Scholars should have received notification at home in Winter about next year’s High School 

assignment.  Assignments are based on families’ current address.  Should families believe there is an 

error in the High School assignment, contact the Enrollment and Transfer office.   

● LHS forecasting is open for those Scholars who are in LHS boundaries.  The forecasting is due by 

February 6th.  

Interactive Course Guide 

4-year plan 

Check out the FAQ 

How To Enter Your Forecasting in Synergy Video 

StudentVue Link: PPS StudentVue 

LHS Counseling Website 

 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/isc-learning-sensory-needs-smorgasbord/7155768/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=directlink&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=teacher_8721331&rf=directlink-dc-2023-02-project-teacher_8721331&challengeid=22042002
/Page/10934
/Page/15762
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QY9hz7t64yues_xpaATHp4MJAwkRkldt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QpFFVpueGrMU9Ovu6Y8rcuau9KNsyyMm/view?usp=sharing
/enrollment-transfer
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AUFuHve37HsouplnxDunI6OvgVXw1nfnOm_pLCZfSU4/edit?usp=sharing
/Page/20324
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lWq55F-i_cSErV29qTW0pq1Bn_xUlW8kauW_bB1cUeE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GakSXDMxL75qpIzH9GX5mESDyCB_mfy4MoX_nLaojMc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1quCGiZcvCI1AWFyRRRKzkPQ227GqTTkU/view?usp=sharing
https://parent-portland.cascadetech.org/portland/
https://parent-portland.cascadetech.org/portland/
https://lhspdxcounseling.weebly.com/current-9th-11th-grade-forecasting.html


 

● 

/Page/17045
/Page/17045
https://forms.gle/sUJPdth3QTFYKAB37
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/VbGLzeQRMi4dKhWrq2AWFg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlWYKjP0THaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9PTWdUTmtMa1kzZHlPdDAxNXZVSVVRfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdSbFB1VmpQMFFrYUhSMGNITTZMeTkzZDNjdWVXVmhjbUp2YjJ0dmNtUmxjbU5sYm5SbGNpNWpiMjB2VndkelkyaHZiMnh0UWdwalR1T3hYV084bUJDTlVoRnFjMjlzYjI1amFHVkFjSEJ6TG01bGRGZ0VBQUFBQVF-flcHc2Nob29sbUIKY3MjT3hjz9qg_VIRanNvbG9uY2hlQHBwcy5uZXRYBAAAAAE~
https://forms.gle/qfyf9Fcioua2PFrK6
https://forms.gle/qfyf9Fcioua2PFrK6


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QDj5zszGiSbChiBeNk9KBW5OL_2zdSc1/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ralmeida@pps.net
mailto:jihunt@pps.net
mailto:bkeller@pps.net
mailto:kaabney@pps.net
mailto:bkeller@pps.net
mailto:rcohen@pps.net
mailto:jihunt@pps.net
https://sites.google.com/pps.net/west-sylvan-myp/


mailto:jsolonche@pps.net
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